Literary Response Writing Prompt Language

	Prompt
	Means
	Language

	thesis


	A strong statement (and ongoing idea) that gives your paper a clear focus and direction.
	

	justify your interpretation
	Give clear and rational examples and details that strengthen what you think the text, event, or action means


	

	support your thesis with evidence (& examples)


	 Pick out events, dialogues, quotations, and specific examples from a text to strengthen your thesis
	

	cite evidence


	Write down the author and year of the source where you got your evidence (page number, if quotation)
	

	author’s message = 

theme = 

overall meaning  


	The moral or theme that is the deeper meaning and lessons of the text. (Not to be confused with author’s purpose, which means either to persuade, inform, entertain, or express)

	

	insight into characters


	Describe what characters meant to the story line, what their actions and words meant; how they teach us about life
	

	organized


	Use clear ideas, with beginning, middle, and end; paragraphs with logical flow
	

	present your understanding


	Show your thesis (main point) and the meanings (hopefully deep ones) that came from the text
	


Persuasive Writing Prompt Language

	Prompt
	Means
	Language

	state position


	Your thesis, your side that you are arguing, the main point you are making with your paper.

	

	opposing arguments


	These are the points that people on the other side will make to argue against you. Mention their points and show how they are weaker than your points.

	

	recognize/ address


	Mention and show that you understand whatever you need to “recognize” or “address,” with an explanation 

	

	anticipate reader 

concerns


	Predict the arguments that readers will have, mention them, and then explain how they are weak or wrong and how your side is stronger

	

	explain
	Clarify a process or communicate the significance of the topic. Clarify how your evidence relates to your thesis.

	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Other prompt language
	Means
	

	Summarize

	Reduce the important information down into main ideas and supporting details that describe the key parts of the text or topic in paragraph form.
	

	Illustrate
	Use detailed examples to support a statement or side of an issue.
	

	Discuss
	Depending on the phrase following the word “discuss,” this prompt usually requires the writer to do some or all of the following: analyze, explain, describe, and/or evaluate the various components and/or significance of a topic.
	

	Describe
	Communicate to the reader a complete and detailed “picture” of the object, events, process, or concept. Details often include: time, place, people, actions, causes, effects, metaphoric language, etc. Description often requires analysis. Description is more visual than “Explain”.
	

	Trace
	Describe or explain a subject in chronological order. This will often include interpretations of the significance of events, along with cause/effect inferences.
	

	Respond 

(& Reflect)
	Communicate your reaction, opinion or position after reading (or viewing) a text. You should include examples and details from the text that support your response. The response may often include elements of application, reflection, interpretation, and critique
	

	Critique
	Analyze and describe the positive and negative aspects of a topic. Make an overall recommendation for it.
	

	Justify
	
	



ACE = answer the prompt, cite your evidence, explain how the examples show your thesis

	WRITING Mini-Lessons

	· Spelling conventions
	· Hooks and Grabbers

	· Word Choice
	· Going from graphic organizers to written composition

	· Topic sentences
	· Point of View

	· Grammar elements (noun, verb, etc.)
	· Audience & Purpose

	· Paragraph division
	· Using similes/metaphors

	· Quotation marks
	· Writing business letters

	· Fragments and run-ons
	· Tone and voice

	· Capital letters
	· Addressing counter-arguments
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