Questions & Controversies

“Questions of the Day”

· What do you think the world will be like in 500 years? 1000 years? Why?

· What person from the past or present do you admire and why?

· What animal(s) has characteristics that you think more humans should have?

· If there were a nuclear war in two weeks, what would you do and why?

· If you had a million dollars to give to a humanitarian cause, what would it be and why?

· What would you like to be written on your tombstone about how you lived life?

· With which person from the past or present would you like to have dinner? What would you ask him or her?

· What abilities or qualities do you desire? Why?

· Would you choose to be intelligent or rich? Why? (You can't be both)

· Would take ten years off of your life to give 10 years to another person? Who?

· What do (might) you want to be in the future and why? You have to choose something.

· Would you take a 50/50 risk of death to go into the past or future for a week?

· What past action would you do differently if you had the chance to do it all over again? Why?

· If you were invisible, what would you do?

· If you knew you could take a pill to live 1000 years, would you take it? What would you do during the next millennium?

· If you won a one-month trip to anywhere, where would you go? What would you do?

· Would you accept $2,000,000 to never see or talk to you best friend again?

· Do you influence others or do they influence you?

· Which historical event would you like to have witnessed? Why?

· What have you learned from a difficult time in your life?

· Which scientific discovery has been the worst?

· If you could take one object with you to the afterlife, what would that be? Why? Whom would you take?

· If you could live the life of someone else for one day, who would it be?

· What one or two things would you like to never have known?

· If you had to change your identity completely, what would the new you be like?

· What character traits are you proud of and not proud of?

· Which human accomplishments, past and present, big and little, make you proud to be human?

· If you were told that you were born for a great purpose, what do you think it would be? Or want it to be?

· If you could know one thing about the future, what would it be?

· How would you finish the phrase.."We were put here on the Earth to ..."

· What is an example of true trust?

· If you had three wishes, what would they be?

· What do you think about when you look at the stars?

· If you were offered the gift of knowing 10 years into the future, would you accept it?

· What are 3 big questions you have about life?

· What is your definition of love?

· If you could be the main character in any movie, what would it be and why?

· If you could say anything to all the people in the world, what would it be?

· If you are 60 and dying & they could put your brain in another's body, would you do it? What if the other's body was that of the opposite sex?

· Describe the perfect teacher...the perfect parent....the perfect friend.

· Which deceased person would you like to have living again?

· What would you like to have and see in the afterlife?

· If they were to name a holiday after you, what would have been your accomplishment?

· What event in history would you change, and why? How would things be different now?

· What is you favorite song...movie...or TV show, and why?

· Do you think humans are becoming better or worse overall?

· Would you go with aliens to another planet if you had to be gone for three years?

· If you could talk to animal, which one would it be  and what would you ask?

· What would you do if you could fly?

· What are you afraid of?

· How will you raise you children differently than you were raised?

· What are the three greatest achievements of humankind?

· Is it OK at times to tell lies?

· What personality traits do you like about the opposite sex?

· What is romance?

· If men had babies instead of women, how would the world be different?

· If you could become an instant expert at something, what would it be, and why?

· If you had to leave the country, and could take only 5 things, what would they be?

· If you were paid $1000 for each "A" in your classes, would you study harder?

· Describe yourself to a person in whom you are romantically interested.

· What traditions are important to you and/or your family?

· What or whom do you miss?

· What are three nouns and three adjectives that describe you? Why?

· If you could be famous for something, what would it be? Why?

· How are you similar to you mother? Father? Grandparents? Siblings?

· What makes you happy?

· Describe the most peaceful and relaxing scene in the world to you.

· What would you miss if you were stranded on a desert island?

· With which 3 famous living people would you like to be friends?

· If you had to live in the past, when and where would it be? What would you bring with you? 

· If you were the first person to step on the surface of Mars, what would you say?

· Do you think there is life on other planets? Why?

· What is you worst quality? How can you change it?

· If you could do anything you want for a year, what would you do?

· What is a happy memory from your childhood?

· What would be your list of  "Rules for Being a Good Human Being?"

· What are some goals you have for your life?

· List 20 things that you would eliminate to make the world a better place. Abstract or Concrete.

· How much money is enough to have a happy life?

· Who are the three greatest people in history? 

· What changes would you make in our school system?

· If you could turn yourself into a superhero, what powers would you have and what would you do? What name would you have?

· What are the three greatest inventions of all time? Why?

· How does television affect our society? Children? You?


Controversial Topics

(Everything you always wanted to argue about and more)

Bioethics

Should doctors be allowed to assist in patient suicides? 

Is it OK to withhold the truth from dying patients? 

Should courts be permitted to order women to use long-acting contraceptives? 

Should newborns be screened for HIV infection? 

Is it right for parents to refuse medical treatment for their children for religious reasons?

Should health insurance companies have access to information from genetic testing? 

Should animal experimentation be permitted? 

Should fetal tissue research be allowed? 

Should health care for the elderly be limited?

Does stress play a large role in health problems? 

Business
Is capitalism the best route to human fulfillment? 

Are business and medicine ethically incompatible? 

Are business and education ethically incompatible? 

Are corporate codes of ethics followed? 

Should casino gambling be prohibited? 

Is advertising deceptive? 

Should tobacco advertising be banned? 

Will the North American Free Trade Agreement help all parties involved? 

Does the U.S. have an income distribution problem? 

Should we end welfare? 

Has capitalism defeated socialism? 

Society & Family

Does a mother's job have a negative effect on children? 

Is trans-racial adoption harmful to a child's development? 

Does abortion have severe psychological effects?

Are gender differences primarily from nature or nature? 

Is divorce always bad for children? 

Is television viewing harmful for children? 

Are media messages about women improving?

Are American values shaped by mass media?

Do television talk shows harm society?

Is street crime more harmful than white-collar crime?

Is abstinence education the best sex education? 

Are gangs created by a need for family? 

Should men have a greater role in child-rearing?

Will there be too many people in the future?

Are we evolving as a species?

Do men and women speak different languages?

Does religion improve mental health?

Has our welfare system failed our poor people?

Crime

Is criminal behavior biologically determined? 

Do certain types of music contribute to crime? 

Do more prisons help to lower the crime rate?

Is the death penalty racially discriminatory? 

Should pornography be banned? 

Are violent criminals treated too leniently? 

Is capital punishment ethically wrong? 

Should drugs be legalized? 

Will gun control reduce crime? 

Should euthanasia be a crime? 

Does drug testing violate civil rights? 

Should tobacco products be more closely regulated? 

Should moderate alcohol consumption be encouraged? 

Is alcoholism hereditary? 

Should athletes be allowed to use anabolic steroids? 

Education

Should formal schooling begin at an earlier age? 

Are boys better at math than girls? 

Is home schooling more effective than traditional schooling? 

Should bilingual education programs be abandoned? 

Should parents receive federal vouchers to be used at the school of their choice? 

Should the curriculum be standardized for all students? 

Is there an overall moral decline in our student population? 

Education cont.�Should there be a church-state separation in our schools? How much? 


Should multicultural education permeate the curriculum? 


Has court-mandated school desegregation failed? 


Should national goals and standards guide the curriculum? 


Are our public schools failing? 


Should tracking and ability grouping be eliminated? 


Should we have a zero-tolerance policy for violence in our schools? 


Is technology the answer for improving education? 





Environment


Does global warming require immediate and drastic action? 


Are market incentives enough to protect the environment? 


Does the wilderness have intrinsic value?


Are pesticides in foods harmful to humans?


Can the rainforests be saved?


Can the wind and sun supply our energy needs?


Should rapid adoption of electric cars happen?





Ethics


Should affirmative action policies be continued?


Should doctors be allowed to assist suicides?


Can family interests ethically supercede patient desires?


Is the use of animals in research justified?


Is cloning ethical?


Should the insanity defense be abolished?


Should tobacco advertising be banned?


Should smoking in any public place be banned?


Should racist groups be allowed?


Should genetic engineering be banned?


Is the internet a good thing?





World, Politics, & History


Should the U.S. intervene in foreign wars?


Does the world still need nuclear weapons?


Should we have dropped the atomic bomb on Japan?


Will the Israelis and Palestinians be able to achieve peace?


Were the early American colonists guilty of genocide?


Should the Native Americans receive their original lands back?


Was the Mexican War an act of American imperialistic aggression?


Should the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo be followed?


Was Cortes justified in destroying the Aztec temples in the name of Catholicism?


Should we have participated in the Vietnam, Korean, Kuwaiti wars?


Is flag burning protected by the First Amendment?


Should rich nations help poorer nations?


Was slavery the main cause of the Civil War?


Was it necessary to use the atomic bomb in WWII?


Do political campaigns inform or deceive voters?








