




Scaffolding Note-taking & Knowledge Structuring 

Notes
· Concrete to Abstract (Hands-on practice using manipulable cards to organize onto green umbrella, yellow ovals, and red rectangles)
· Familiar topics: music, food, movies, sports, relationships, animals, TV shows, school life, etc.

· Use hand motions?

· What is the academic language required for outlining and note-taking?
· What makes a concept key? How do we model the process? (Do we look at the purpose, then the details, then synthesize the key concept because of our experience in doing so?)

· What are authentic (similar to real world) purposes for note-taking?

· Mini-lesson ideas:

· Generating main idea/purpose
· Discerning key concepts/reason/s/points from examples and evidence
· Creating helpful pictures and diagrams

· Asking good questions

· Studying notes afterward; creating possible test questions afterward

· Making opinions, predictions, inferences, etc.








Main Idea (Purpose)


(Know/Do)


(evolves/sticky notes)





Key Idea/Concept/Reason





Explanation, example, evidence





Explanation, example, evidence








Explanation, example, evidence











Notes, questions, opinions, comments, pictures, diagrams





Explanation, example, evidence








Explanation, example, evidence








Explanation, example, evidence
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