Language arts themes and big ideas

	· Noble goals and causes are worth extreme sacrifice

· True friendship/love involves deep commitment

· True beauty is on the inside

· Diverse ways of thinking and living should be respected

· Certain symbols in the story represent the main character

· Being yourself takes courage

· Expressing your beliefs and opinions is important

· Differences are needed to make life interesting

· Freedom is everyone’s right

· Some people are afraid of change and differences

· Young people want to belong

· Memories are a large part of who we are

· Immigration changes nations and individuals

· Do not give in to peer pressure

· Many people in the world struggle to survive

· Many stories are based on earlier stories, myths, legends, etc.
	· There is more to life than making money and being comfortable

· Cleverness can be more effective than brute force

· Life is short and every day is precious

· We must preserve the environment

· Envy and jealousy are destructive

· People can change

· There are many types of heroes 

· Standing up for what is right is often difficult and even dangerous

· Helping others is itself a reward

· Teamwork is often necessary

· All languages and cultures are valuable

· Respect for nature’s power and beauty

· Good and evil are not always clearly separated

· Losing a loved one is challenging

· There is hope even when things seem hopeless

· Peace is possible

· Set goals and work hard to reach them

· Older people are often wise


