
The Language Experience Approach (Biggs, 1983) requires students to generate language that describes a shared learning experience. We modify “traditional” LEA, however, in order to scaffold the language that goes into the written product. That is, we build on students’ existing language structures and vocabulary and help them to create a product that is a little more advanced, particularly with respect to academic language, than what they could have produced without the teacher’s help. This can also be called modeled/shared writing.

This activity helps students to:

· Learn and remember content material

· Identify important information to summarize

· Use complete sentences and correct punctuation

· Build academic language and thinking

· Maximize clarity by choosing the best words 

· Learn mini-lesson concepts seeing their own words

Procedure:

1. Optional: Have students get in groups/pairs to quickly write down notes, a topic sentence, or a summary of a learning experience, such as: a science procedure, math problem solving process, story summary, history event, art procedure, game rules, class opinions, interpretation, or other important facts/concepts from a unit.

2. After a few minutes, the students (whole class setting) share with you, the teacher, what to write on the board or poster. Using the board allows for erasing, which can later be transferred to a poster. A poster is helpful because it can be displayed for several days.

3. As they share, you (teacher) gently refine their words and sentences (i.e., giving choices). (Refer to any academic language posters on wall.) For example, 

Student: We find the opposite of the fraction.

Teacher: Is there a better word than opposite that we have used in this class?”

Student: Reciprocal.

Teacher: OK, let’s put, ‘First, we find the reciprocal of the fraction.’

Teacher: Instead of using “but” again, why don’t we use the word “however.”

Teacher: Should we put, “We feel that since…” or “We know that because…” to begin this sentence?

4. Similar to a think-aloud, teacher shares why we might choose certain words over others and why to include or not include certain information, without changing the student language too much. Teacher offers/elicits certain key vocabulary and key academic language that students may not produce at first.

5. Read the text aloud and have students make any last-minute corrections. They can copy it down if you have time.

6. Use the LEA+ paragraph as a text for teaching mini-lessons, such as: academic language, main idea, topic sentence, adjectives, adverbs, punctuation, persuasive writing, voice, word choice, etc.
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